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Among the Kensiu, one of the Negrito tribes, Mr.
Schebesta had many opportunities of witnessing the blood
ceremony and of acquainting himself with the details of the
ritual and the accompanying prayers. The Kensiu " believe
that the thunder is Pedn's warning to sinners to expiate their
transgressions. Should they hesitate to perform the blood
ceremony, even only up to the fourth or fifth peal of thunder
heard above the camp, they would incur the greatest danger
of floods rising from the earth and trees falling upon men.
This fear causes the KSnsiu at once to snatch up the knife
and stab his leg," 1
On one occasion, among the Kensiu, Mr. Schebesta wit-
nessed the sacrifice of blood accompanied by the confession
of sins. " The storm came quickly up. Although it was
not particularly heavy, Ramlei's wife at once prepared to
carry out the blood sacrifice. She beat her shin with the
flat handle of a cocoanut spoon, and then placed the blade
of a pocket-knife I had given to Ramlei against her calf and
struck it with a piece of wood until the blood flowed. With
the knife she scraped off the blood into a bamboo that was
standing ready filled with water. She poured some of the
contents into the spoon and then threw it on the ground,
saying: ' Grandmother, down there, I throw my guilt to
Pedn ; I pay, I am not wanton.* Then she shouted aloud :
* Odt od ! ' and threw the blood mixture repeatedly towards
the sky, saying: ' I pay for my guilt. Pedn, accept my
guilt! I pay for it.1 Then she poured the rest on the ground
for Manoid, saying : ' Thou there, grandmother ! thou below
there 1 Go and tell Pedn to hear that I pay.* . . .
" Some days later, when the men had lain down to sleep
after a long talk, distant thunder was repeatedly heard.
Though the approaching storm was only slight, after the
second peal the same woman was again preparing for the
sacrifice. From my bed I watched her strike both shins with
a bamboo and then draw off the blood with a knife in the way
described. I asked my neighbour, Ramlei, who was busy
with the camp fire, why it was again his wife who was per-
forming the rite. The man replied that she had again com-
mitted a telaidn (sin), as that same day on an expedition in
1 P. Schebesta, Among the Forest Dwarfs of Malava. D. 2*2.